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Wednesday, 6 November 2024 No. 161

The Assembly was called to order at 9:41 a.m.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

Statements by Members
Mr. Simard (Montmorency) made a statement to applaud the creation of Ferme

urbaine sociocommunautaire et écologique collective.

Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauvé) made a statement to underline the 40th anniversary
of the organization Impulsion-Travail.

Mr. Lemieux (Saint-Jean) made a statement to underline Remembrance Day.

Ms. Labrie (Sherbrooke) made a statement to denounce the closure of francization
classes.

Ms. Dorismond (Marie-Victorin) made a statement to underscore the inspirational
nature of Ms. Kamala Harris’ candidacy for the United States presidential election for
young girls in the Marie-Victorin riding.
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Ms. Setlakwe (Mont-Royal-Outremont) made a statement to underline the
30th anniversary of the Quebec Breast Cancer Foundation.

Mr. Asselin (Vanier-Les Riviéres) made a statement to underline the
25th anniversary of Action des nouvelles conjointes et nouveaux conjoints du Québec.

Ms. Lachance (Bellechasse) made a statement to pay tribute to Mr. Marc Gonthier.

Mr. Carmant (Taillon) made a statement to underline the 45th anniversary of
Joyeux Retraités de Longueuil.

Ms. Jeannotte (Labelle) made a statement to underline the 100th anniversary of the
Labelle train station.

Mr. Jacques (Mégantic) made a statement to underline the 40th anniversary of
Haut-Saint-Frangois Women’s Center, La Passerelle.

At 9:54 a.m., Mr. Benjamin, Third Vice-President, suspended the proceedings for
a few minutes.
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The proceedings resumed at 10:07 a.m.

Moment of reflection

Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, tabled the following:
A letter, dated 6 November 2024, she had received from Mr. Sylvain Lévesque,
Member for Chauveau, informing the President of his resignation as Second Vice-

President of the National Assembly.
(Sessional Paper No. 2020-20241106)

Introduction of Bills
Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Minister of Justice, moved that leave be granted to introduce
the following bill:
78 An Act to give effect to the agreement between the Minister of
Justice and the Barreau du Québec to improve the tariffs for legal
aid
The motion was carried.

Accordingly, Bill 78 was introduced in the Assembly.
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Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, communicated to the Assembly, and then tabled,
the Law Clerk’s report on the following private bill:

209  An Act respecting Ville de Terrebonne

The report states that the notice was drafted and published in accordance with the
Rules for the Conduct of Proceedings governing private bills.
(Sessional Paper No. 2021-20241106)

Ms. Lecours (Les Plaines) moved that leave be granted to introduce Private
Bill 209, An Act respecting Ville de Terrebonne.

The motion was carried.

Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Government House Leader, moved that Private Bill 209 be
referred to the Committee on Planning and the Public Domain for consultation and clause-
by-clause consideration and that the Minister of Municipal Affairs be a member of the said
Committee during its proceedings with respect to this order of reference.

The motion was carried.

Presenting Papers

Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Government House Leader, tabled the following:

The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauvé) on complaints

received by government departments regarding the Charter of the French

Language — Question No. 172, Order Paper and Notices of 1 October 2024;
(Sessional Paper No. 2022-20241106)

The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauvé) on guidelines
regarding the governmental language policy — Question No. 173, Order Paper and
Notices of 2 October 2024;

(Sessional Paper No. 2023-20241106)

The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauvé) on an
exemplarity target regarding language — Question No. 174, Order Paper and
Notices of 2 October 2024;
(Sessional Paper No. 2024-20241106)
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The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauve) on the
compliance of employers’ hiring criteria with the Charter of the French Language
— Question No. 175, Order Paper and Notices of 2 October 2024;

(Sessional Paper No. 2025-20241106)

The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauvé) on the
representation of members of visible and ethnic minorities in the Ministére de la
Langue frangaise — Question No. 176, Order Paper and Notices of 3 October 2024;

(Sessional Paper No. 2026-20241106)

The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauvé) on the
representation of members of visible and ethnic minorities in the Ministére de la
Langue frangaise — Question No. 177, Order Paper and Notices of 3 October 2024;

(Sessional Paper No. 2027-20241106)

The reply to a written question from Ms. Cadet (Bourassa-Sauve) on the Ministere
de la Langue frangaise’s service standards — Question No. 178, Order Paper and
Notices of 3 October 2024.

(Sessional Paper No. 2028-20241106)

Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, tabled the following:

The Ethics Commissioner’s inquiry report on Mr. Sylvain Lévesque, Second Vice-
President of the National Assembly and Member for Chauveau.
(Sessional Paper No. 2029-20241106)

A letter, dated 6 November 2024, from Mr. Sylvain Lévesque, Member for
Chauveau, to the President, informing her that he renounced his right to reply,
under section 102 of the Code of Ethics and Conduct of the Members of the
National Assembly, to the Ethics Commissioner’s inquiry report to the President
of the National Assembly in his regard.

(Sessional Paper No. 2030-20241106)

She then informed the Assembly that the division on the Ethics Commissioner’s
inquiry report would be held during Deferred Divisions on the next sitting day.
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Oral Questions and Answers

The Assembly proceeded to Oral Question Period.

Motions Without Notice

After consultation with the opposition parties and the independent Members,
Mr. Legault, Premier, moved the following:

THAT, in accordance with sections 58 and 58.3 of the
Charter of human rights and freedoms (chapter C-12),
Ms. Stéphanie Gareau, Executive Director, Marie-Vincent
Foundation and Centre d’expertise Marie-Vincent, be appointed
member and Vice-President of the Commission des droits de la
personne et des droits de la jeunesse for a five-year term, effective
6 January 2025, to replace Ms. Suzanne Arpin.

The question was put on this motion and, for the purposes of section 58 of the
Charter of human rights and freedoms, an electronic division requiring the approval of two
thirds of the Members of the National Assembly was held thereupon.

The motion was carried on the following vote:

(Division No. 341 in Appendix)

Yeas: 108 Nays: 0 Abstentions: 0

By leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 185, Ms. Ghazal (Mercier),
together with Ms. Biron, Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, Ms. Garceau
(Robert-Baldwin), Mr. St-Pierre Plamondon, Leader of the Third Opposition Group,
Ms. Nichols (Vaudreuil) and Mr. Chassin (Saint-Jéréme), moved:

THAT the National Assembly recall the unwavering
social consensus in Québec for the right to abortion;
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THAT it be concerned about the rise, here and elsewhere,
of movements and rhetoric aimed at restricting women’s rights, as
illustrated, in particular, by Léa Clermont-Dion’s recent
documentary, La peur au ventre;

THAT the National Assembly ask all federal political
parties to commit to actively protecting women’s rights, in
particular the right to abortion;

THAT, lastly, the National Assembly ask the Québec
government to table its plan regarding access to abortion services
as soon as possible.

The question was put on this motion, and an electronic division was thereupon
demanded.

The motion was carried on the following vote:
(Division No. 342 in Appendix)

Yeas: 105 Nays: 0 Abstentions: 0

Mr. Paradis (Jean-Talon), together with Ms. Maccarone (Westmount-Saint-
Louis), Mr. Fontecilla (Laurier-Dorion) and Ms. Nichols (Vaudreuil), moved a motion
concerning the consultations on violence in Québec; this motion could not be debated for
want of unanimous consent.

By leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 185, Mr. Emond (Richelieu),
together with Ms. McGraw (Notre-Dame-de-Gréace), Mr. Nadeau-Dubois, Leader of the
Second Opposition Group, Mr. Bérubé (Matane-Matapédia), Ms. Nichols (Vaudreuil),
Mr. Lefebvre (Arthabaska) and Mr. Chassin (Saint-Jérdme), moved:

THAT the National Assembly applaud the
30th anniversary of the Breakfast Club of Canada and the support
it provides to more than 90,000 children in all regions of Québec;
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THAT it underline the Club’s contribution to the health
and educational success of students;

THAT it recall that the Government has increased the
food aid budget from $25.45 million in 2018 to $64.5 million in
2024 and expanded the program’s scope to help more youth;

THAT, lastly, it thank the thousands of individuals,
particularly volunteers and members of school teams, who
contribute their valuable efforts day after day.

By leave of the Assembly, the motion was carried.

Mr. Marissal (Rosemont), together with Mr. Arseneau (lles-de-la-Madeleine),
Ms. Nichols (Vaudreuil) and Mr. Chassin (Saint-Jérbme), moved a motion on access to
public services; this motion could not be debated for want of unanimous consent.

Notices of Proceedings in Committees

Mr. Lévesque, Deputy Government House Leader, convened the following
committees:

— the Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries, Energy and Natural Resources,
to continue its clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 63, An Act to amend
the Mining Act and other provisions;

— the Committee on Transportation and the Environment, to continue its
clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 61, An Act enacting the Act
respecting Mobilité Infra Québec and amending certain provisions relating
to shared transportation;

— the Committee on Labour and the Economy, to continue its clause-by-
clause consideration of Bill 71, An Act to improve support for persons and
to simplify the social assistance regime;
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— the Committee on Citizen Relations, to continue its public hearings within
the framework of special consultations on Bill 74, An Act mainly to
improve the regulatory scheme governing international students.

Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, gave the following notice:

— the Committee on Health and Social Services shall hold a deliberative
meeting to discuss the possibility of examining a petition requesting
financial and government support for people with epilepsy.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Government Bills

Passage in Principle

Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Minister of Justice, moved that Bill 73, An Act to counter non-
consensual sharing of intimate images and to improve protection and support in civil
matters for persons who are victims of violence, do now pass in principle.

After debate thereon, the motion was carried, and Bill 73 was accordingly passed
in principle.

Mr. Lévesque, Deputy Government House Leader, moved that Bill 73 be referred
to the Committee on Institutions for clause-by-clause consideration.

The motion was carried.
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Report Stage

The Assembly took into consideration the report from the Committee on
Institutions on its clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 67, An Act to amend the
Professional Code for the modernization of the professional system and to broaden certain
professional practices in the field of health and social services, together with the
amendments transmitted by Ms. LeBel, Minister Responsible for Government
Administration and Chair of the Conseil du trésor.

The amendments were declared in order.
After debate thereon, the amendments were carried.

The amended report was concurred in.

At 1:00 p.m., Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, suspended the proceedings until
3:00 p.m.

The proceedings resumed at 3:00 p.m.

Business Standing in the Name of Members in Opposition

Ms. Prass (D’ Arcy-McGee) moved:

THAT the National Assembly acknowledge that the
national homelessness policy “Ensemble pour éviter la rue et en
sortir” is now more than 10 years old;

THAT it acknowledge that, since 2014, the portrait of
homelessness in Québec has greatly changed, and that this reality
has intensified in many Québec cities;
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THAT it recognize that the homelessness situation has
become much more complex in recent years, in particular with the
significant worsening of the housing crisis, the rising cost of
living, the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on mental
health, and the opioid crisis;

THAT, lastly, it call on the CAQ government to commit
to producing a new national homelessness policy in collaboration
with social, community, municipal and institutional partners and
stakeholders, to accelerating the renewal of its interdepartmental
action plan on homelessness scheduled for 2026, and to making
the concept of predictable funding and resources central to both of
these documents by the end of 2025.

Mr. Benjamin, Third Vice-President, informed the Assembly of the allocation of
speaking time for the proceedings with respect to this limited debate: 10 minutes to the
mover of the motion for her reply; 52 minutes 45 seconds to the parliamentary group
forming the Government; 28 minutes 38 seconds to the parliamentary group forming the
Official Opposition; 18 minutes 5 seconds to the Second Opposition Group; 6 minutes 2
seconds to the Third Opposition Group; and 1 minute 30 seconds to each independent
Member. Within this framework, any time not used by the independent Members or by a
parliamentary group shall be redistributed among the parliamentary groups in the
proportions established above. Lastly, individual addresses shall not be limited.

A debate arose thereon.
During his address, Mr. Cliche-Rivard (Saint-Henri—Sainte-Anne) moved:

That the motion moved by Ms. Prass (D’ Arcy-McGee) be
amended as follows:

By replacing the last paragraph by the following two
paragraphs:

“THAT it ask the Government to ensure full funding for

the mission of homelessness resources, and that this funding be
adequate, predictable, sustainable and indexed;

2443



6 November 2024

THAT, lastly, the National Assembly ask the Government
to undertake, without delay, the work of the advisory committee
on homelessness, which includes community and departmental
stakeholders, so that the renewed action plan can be tabled in early
2026.”

The motion, as amended, would read as follows:

THAT the National Assembly acknowledge that the
national homelessness policy “Ensemble pour éviter la rue et en
sortir” is now more than 10 years old,

THAT it acknowledge that, since 2014, the portrait of
homelessness in Québec has greatly changed, and that this reality
has intensified in many Québec cities;

THAT it recognize that the homelessness situation has
become much more complex in recent years, in particular with the
significant worsening of the housing crisis, the rising cost of
living, the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on mental
health, and the opioid crisis;

THAT it ask the Government to ensure full funding for
the mission of homelessness resources, and that this funding be
adequate, predictable, sustainable and indexed:;

THAT, lastly, the National Assembly ask the Government
to undertake, without delay, the work of the advisory committee
on homelessness, which includes community and departmental
stakeholders, so that the renewed action plan can be tabled in early
2026.

The debate continued on the main motion moved by Ms. Prass (D’Arcy-McGee)
and on the amendment motion moved by Mr. Cliche-Rivard (Saint-Henri—Sainte-Anne),
subject to the permission of its author.

Pursuant to Standing Order 98.1, Ms. Prass (D’Arcy-McGee) refused the
amendment proposed by Mr. Cliche-Rivard (Saint-Henri—Sainte-Anne).

The debate being concluded, the question was put on this motion, and an electronic
division was thereupon demanded.
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At the request of Mr. Lévesque, Deputy Government House Leader, the division
on the motion moved by Ms. Prass (D’Arcy-McGee) was deferred until Routine
Proceedings on the next sitting day.

Government Bills

Passage

Ms. LeBel, Minister Responsible for Government Administration and Chair of the
Conseil du trésor, moved the passage of Bill 77, An Act amending mainly Acts establishing
public sector pension plans.

After debate thereon, the motion was carried and, accordingly, Bill 77 was passed.

Mr. Lévesque, Deputy Government House Leader, moved the adjournment of the
Assembly until Thursday, 7 November 2024 at 9:40 a.m.

The motion was carried.

Accordingly, at 5:11 p.m., Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, adjourned the
Assembly until Thursday, 7 November 2024 at 9:40 a.m.

NATHALIE ROY

President
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APPENDIX

Electronic Divisions

On the motion moved by Mr. Legault, Premier, that Ms. Stéphanie Gareau be
appointed member and Vice-President of the Commission des droits de la personne et des

droits de la jeunesse:

Abou-Khalil (CAQ)
Allaire (CAQ)
Arseneau (PQ)
Asselin (CAQ)
Bachand (CAQ)
Beauchemin (QLP)
Bélanger (CAQ)
(Prévost)

Bernard (CAQ)
Biron (CAQ)
Blais (CAQ)
Blanchette Vézina
(CAQ)

Bogemans (CAQ)
Boivin Roy (CAQ)
Bonnardel (CAQ)
Bouazzi (QS)
Boulet (CAQ)
Bussiere (CAQ)
Cadet (QLP)
Caire (CAQ)
Carmant (CAQ)
Caron (CAQ)

(Portneuf)

Caron (QLP)

(La Piniére)
Champagne Jourdain
(CAQ)

Charest (CAQ)
Charette (CAQ)
Chassin (IND)
Ciccone (QLP)

(Division No. 341)

YEAS - 108

Cliche-Rivard (QS)
D’ Amours (CAQ)
Derraji (QLP)
Déry (CAQ)
Dorismond (CAQ)
Dubé (CAQ)
Dufour (CAQ)
(Abitibi-Est)

Dufour (QLP)
(Mille-1les)
Duranceau (CAQ)
Emond (CAQ)

Fontecilla (QS)
Fortin (QLP)
Fréchette (CAQ)
Gagnon (CAQ)
Garceau (QLP)
Gendron (CAQ)
Ghazal (QS)
Girard (CAQ)
(Groulx)

Girard (CAQ)

(Lac-Saint-Jean)
Grandmont (QS)
Grondin (CAQ)

Guilbault (CAQ)

Hébert (CAQ)
Jacques (CAQ)
Jeannotte (CAQ)
Jolin-Barrette (CAQ)
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Julien (CAQ)
Labrie (QS)
Lachance (CAQ)
Lacombe (CAQ)
Laforest (CAQ)
Laframboise (CAQ)
Lafreniere (CAQ)
Lakhoyan Olivier
(QLP)

Lamontagne (CAQ)
Lamothe (CAQ)
LeBel (CAQ)
Lecours (CAQ)

(Les Plaines)
Lecours (CAQ)

(Lotbiniere-Frontenac)

Leduc (QS)
Lefebvre (IND)
Legault (CAQ)
Lemay (CAQ)
Lemieux (CAQ)
Lévesque (CAQ)
(Chapleau)

Maccarone (QLP)
Mallette (CAQ)
Marissal (QS)
Martel (CAQ)

Massé (QS)
McGraw (QLP)
Montigny (CAQ)
Morin (QLP)

Nadeau-Dubois (QS)
Nichols (IND)
Paradis (PQ)

Picard (CAQ)

Poulet (CAQ)

Poulin (CAQ)

Prass (QLP)

Proulx (CAQ)

Provengal (CAQ)
Rivest (CAQ)

Rizqy (QLP)
Roberge (CAQ)

Rotiroti (QLP)
Rouleau (CAQ)

Roy (CAQ)
Schmaltz (CAQ)
Schneeberger (CAQ)
Setlakwe (QLP)
Simard (CAQ)
Skeete (CAQ)
St-Louis (CAQ)
St-Pierre Plamondon
(PQ)

Tanguay (QLP)
Tardif (CAQ)
Thouin (CAQ)
Tremblay (CAQ)

(Dubuc)

Tremblay (CAQ)
(Hull)

Zaga Mendez (QS)
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On the motion moved by Ms. Ghazal (Mercier), together with Ms. Biron, Minister
Responsible for the Status of Women, Ms. Garceau (Robert-Baldwin), Mr. St-Pierre
Plamondon, Leader of the Third Opposition Group, Ms. Nichols (Vaudreuil) and
Mr. Chassin (Saint-Jérdme):

Abou-Khalil (CAQ)
Allaire (CAQ)
Arseneau (PQ)
Asselin (CAQ)
Bachand (CAQ)
Beauchemin (QLP)
Bélanger (CAQ)

(Prévost)

Bernard (CAQ)
Biron (CAQ)
Blais (CAQ)
Blanchette Vézina
(CAQ)

Bogemans (CAQ)
Boivin Roy (CAQ)
Bonnardel (CAQ)
Bouazzi (QS)
Boulet (CAQ)
Bussiére (CAQ)
Cadet (QLP)

Caire (CAQ)
Carmant (CAQ)
Caron (CAQ)
(Portneuf)
Caron (QLP)
(La Piniére)
Champagne Jourdain
(CAQ)

Charest (CAQ)
Charette (CAQ)
Chassin (IND)
Ciccone (QLP)

(Division No. 342)

YEAS - 105

Cliche-Rivard (QS)
D’Amours (CAQ)
Derraji (QLP)
Déry (CAQ)
Dorismond (CAQ)
Dubé (CAQ)
Dufour (CAQ)

(Abitibi-Est)
Dufour (QLP)
(Mille-Tles)
Duranceau (CAQ)
Emond (CAQ)

Fontecilla (QS)
Fortin (QLP)
Fréchette (CAQ)
Gagnon (CAQ)
Garceau (QLP)
Gendron (CAQ)
Ghazal (QS)

Girard (CAQ)
(Groulx)

Girard (CAQ)
(Lac-Saint-Jean)
Grandmont (QS)
Grondin (CAQ)
Guilbault (CAQ)

Hébert (CAQ)
Jacques (CAQ)
Jeannotte (CAQ)
Jolin-Barrette (CAQ)
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Julien (CAQ)
Labrie (QS)
Lachance (CAQ)
Lacombe (CAQ)
Laforest (CAQ)
Laframboise (CAQ)
Lakhoyan Olivier
(QLP)

Lamontagne (CAQ)
Lamothe (CAQ)
LeBel (CAQ)
Lecours (CAQ)
(Les Plaines)

Lecours (CAQ)

(Lotbiniére-Frontenac)

Leduc (QS)
Lefebvre (IND)
Lemay (CAQ)
Lemieux (CAQ)
Lévesque (CAQ)

(Chapleau)
Maccarone (QLP)
Mallette (CAQ)
Marissal (QS)
Martel (CAQ)
Massé (QS)
McGraw (QLP)

Montigny (CAQ)
Morin (QLP)
Nadeau-Dubois (QS)
Nichols (IND)

Paradis (PQ)
Picard (CAQ)
Poulet (CAQ)
Poulin (CAQ)
Prass (QLP)
Proulx (CAQ)
Provencal (CAQ)

Rivest (CAQ)
Rizqy (QLP)
Rotiroti (QLP)
Rouleau (CAQ)
Roy (CAQ)

Schmaltz (CAQ)
Schneeberger (CAQ)
Setlakwe (QLP)
Simard (CAQ)
Skeete (CAQ)
St-Louis (CAQ)
St-Pierre Plamondon
(PQ)

Tanguay (QLP)
Tardif (CAQ)
Thouin (CAQ)
Tremblay (CAQ)
(Dubuc)

Tremblay (CAQ)
(Hull)

Zaga Mendez (QS)



