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Tuesday, 31 March 2026 No. 49

The Assembly was called to order at 10:00 a.m.

Moment of reflection

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Government Bills

Passage in Principle

The Assembly resumed the debate, which had been adjourned on 26 March 2026,
on the hoist motion moved by Ms. Dufour (Mille-Iles) during the debate on the passage in
principle of Bill 1, Québec Constitution Act, 2025.

The debate being concluded, the question was put on this motion, and an electronic
division was thereupon demanded.

The motion was negatived on the following vote:

(Division No. 136 in Appendix)

Yeas: 21 Nays: 49 Abstentions: 0

The Assembly continued the debate on the motion moved by Mr. Jolin-Barrette,
Minister of Justice and Minister Responsible for Canadian Relations, that Bill 1, Québec
Constitution Act, 2025, do now pass in principle.

At 12:00 p.m., Ms. Soucy, First Vice-President, suspended the proceedings until
1:40 p.m.

Accordingly, pursuant to Standing Order 52, the debate on the motion moved by

Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Minister of Justice and Minister Responsible for Canadian Relations,
was adjourned in the name of Ms. Prass (D’ Arcy-McGee).
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The proceedings resumed at 1:40 p.m.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

Statements by Members

Ms. Tardif (Laviolette—Saint-Maurice) made a statement to pay tribute to
Ms. Diane Lafreniére.

Ms. Roy (Verchéres) made a statement to underline the 175th anniversary of
Sainte-Julie.

Ms. Massé (Sainte-Marie—Saint-Jacques) made a statement to underline
International Transgender Day of Visibility.

Mr. Marissal (Rosemont) made a statement to pay tribute to Mr. Denis Leclerc.

Ms. Proulx (Berthier) made a statement to underline International Transgender
Day of Visibility.
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Mr. Chassin (Saint-Jérdme) made a statement to underline the recognition evening
held to pay tribute to volunteers in the Saint-Jéréme riding.

Mr. Lemay (Masson) made a statement to underline the work of the organization
Aide Homme.

Ms. Gentilcore (Terrebonne) made a statement to underline the 35th anniversary
of the organization MOMS.

Mr. Lévesque (Chapleau) made a statement to underline the 40th anniversary of
the Cheeur classique de I’Outaouais.

Mr. Jacques (Mégantic) made a statement to underline the 125th anniversary of
Municipalité d’ Ascot Corner.

Ms. McGraw (Notre-Dame-de-Grace) made a statement to underline the work of
community organizations in the Notre-Dame-de-Grace riding.

At 1:54 p.m., Mr. Benjamin, Third Vice-President, suspended the proceedings for
a few minutes.
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The proceedings resumed at 2:07 p.m.

Moment of reflection

Presenting Papers

Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Minister of Justice, tabled the following:

The 2025-2029 strategic plan of the Société québécoise d’information juridique;
(Sessional Paper No. 693-20260331)

The report of the Conseil de la magistrature on the implementation of a training
program on the realities of sexual violence and domestic violence, for the period
from 1 January to 31 December 2025, entitled “Rapport du Conseil de la
magistrature quant a la mise en ceuvre du programme de perfectionnement sur les
réalités relatives a la violence sexuelle et a la violence conjugale”.

(Sessional Paper No. 694-20260331)

Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Government House Leader, tabled the following:

The Government’s reply to a petition tabled on 25 February 2026 by Mr. Marissal
(Rosemont) on opposition to the hiring freeze and layoffs in the Québec’s public
service to ensure the quality of public services.

(Sessional Paper No. 695-20260331)
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The President tabled the following:

The 20262027 budgetary forecasts and 2025-2026 preliminary financial report
of the Chief Electoral Officer of Québec and the Commission de la représentation

¢électorale;
(Sessional Paper No. 696-20260331)

The Chief Electoral Officer of Québec’s political financing report on the overview
and outlook for 2025 entitled “Financement politique : Bilan et perspectives
20257,

(Sessional Paper No. 697-20260331)

A copy of the notice of motion by Mr. Fontecilla (Laurier-Dorion) to be placed on
the Order Paper and Notices of Wednesday, 1 April 2026 under Business Standing
in the Name of Members in Opposition.

(Sessional Paper No. 698-20260331)

Presenting Reports from Committees

Mr. Allaire (Maskinongé), Committee Chair, tabled the following:

The report from the Committee on Labour and the Economy, which met on
31 March 2026 to hear the interested parties and undertake clause-by-clause
consideration of Private Bill 200, An Act respecting Le Country Club de Montréal.
The report contains one amendment to the bill.

(Sessional Paper No. 699-20260331)

The report was concurred in.
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Mr. Provengal (Beauce-Nord), Committee Chair, tabled the following:

The report from the Committee on Health and Social Services, which met on 25
and 26 March 2026 for clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 15, An Act to amend
the Professional Code and other provisions mainly to streamline the regulatory
processes of the professional system and broaden certain professional practices in
the field of health and social services. The report contains amendments to the bill.

(Sessional Paper No. 700-20260331)

Oral Questions and Answers

Mr. Tanguay, Official Opposition House Leader, requested a directive regarding
the absence of ministers during Question Period.

RULING FROM THE CHAIR

The Chair states that Standing Order 189 provides that any minister may act on
behalf of another minister. Indeed, it is common for ministers to be replaced by other
ministers during parliamentary proceedings, including during Question Period.

The Chair has already noted that no Standing Order requires the presence of a
minister during a debate regarding a stage in the consideration of a bill; the same holds true
for Question Period. The choice is left to the Executive.

However, as the Chair has already affirmed in other contexts, it is desirable for
ministers to be present to ensure the smooth running of parliamentary proceedings. Indeed,
one of the fundamental roles of Members is parliamentary oversight, the efficiency of
which relies in part on the participation of the members of the Executive.

Nonetheless, it is not the place of the Chair to intervene on this matter at this time.

The Assembly proceeded to Oral Question Period.

At the request of the President, Mr. Zanetti (Jean-Lesage) withdrew certain
comments deemed unparliamentary.
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Motions Without Notice

By leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 185, Mr. Cliche-Rivard,
House Leader of the Second Opposition Group, together with Ms. Prass (D’ Arcy-McGee),
Mr. Arseneau (Iles-de-la-Madeleine), Ms. Poulet (Laporte), Mr. Marissal (Rosemont) and
Ms. Rizqy (Saint-Laurent), moved:

THAT the National Assembly express its profound
sadness at the passing of Serge and Valmont, on 25 and 26 March
2026 in Montréal, two homeless people who were well-known in
their community and whose deaths add to the 108 people
experiencing homelessness who died in Québec in 2024;

THAT it recall that the fight against homelessness needs
constant efforts and sustained and predictable funding to both
meet emergency needs and develop sustainable solutions, in
particular social housing;

THAT, accordingly, it severely censure the federal
government for its disengagement with regard to funding for the
fight against homelessness, and that it request the renewal of
essential programs, such as the Community Encampment
Response Plan, and an increase in funding for the Reaching Home
program;

THAT, lastly, it invite the Members of the National
Assembly to observe a minute of silence in memory of all people
experiencing homelessness who died.

By leave of the Assembly, the motion was carried.

At the request of Mr. Benjamin, Third Vice-President, the Assembly observed a
minute of silence.
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By leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 185, Mr. Arseneau (iles-de-
la-Madeleine), together with Mr. Lafreni¢re, Minister of Public Security, Ms. Maccarone
(Westmount—Saint-Louis), Ms. Poulet (Laporte), Mr. Marissal (Rosemont) and
Ms. Lakhoyan Olivier (Chomedey), moved:

THAT the National Assembly recall that it is
unacceptable and reprehensible to insult and verbally abuse

members of police forces and law enforcement who are on duty;

THAT it express its support for charges and fines for
guilty individuals;

THAT, lastly, it ask the Government to implement the
necessary legislative measures to prohibit insulting or verbally

abusing police officers in the performance of their duties.

The question was put on this motion, and an electronic division was thereupon
demanded.

The motion was carried on the following vote:
(Division No. 137 in Appendix)

Yeas: 92 Nays: 0 Abstentions: 0

By leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 185, Mr. Lévesque
(Chapleau), together with Ms. Maccarone (Westmount—Saint-Louis), moved:

THAT the National Assembly most severely condemn the
unacceptable misogynistic remarks made to a policewoman in the

exercise of her functions;

THAT it underline the exemplary professionalism and
dedication of Québec’s police officers;

THAT it recall that gender equality is a fundamental, non-
negotiable principle in Québec;
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THAT it encourage municipalities to adopt a regulatory
framework prohibiting such actions toward Québec’s police
officers;

THAT, lastly, the National Assembly reiterate its

unwavering support to all law enforcement officers throughout
Québec.

The question was put on this motion, and an electronic division was thereupon
demanded.

The motion was carried on the following vote:
(Division No. 138 in Appendix)

Yeas: 92 Nays: 0 Abstentions: 0

By leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 185, Mr. Morin (Acadie),
together with Mr. Skeete, Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie,
Mr. Fontecilla (Laurier-Dorion), Mr. Boissonneault (Arthabaska), Mr. Chassin (Saint-
Jérome), Ms. Blanchette Vézina (Rimouski), Mr. Carmant (Taillon), Ms. Poulet (Laporte),
Mr. Marissal (Rosemont), Ms. Rizqy (Saint-Laurent) and Ms. Lakhoyan Olivier
(Chomedey), moved:

THAT the National Assembly underline that this year the
Hellenic Community of Greater Montreal is celebrating its 120th
anniversary of dedicated service, having played a vital role in
promoting Québec’s cultural, social, educational and community
development and influence;

THAT it recall that Québec has a dynamic Greek
community and that generations of citizens of Greek heritage have
made remarkable contributions to Québec’s growth in many
sectors, including business, education, health, community life,
community action, the arts, philanthropy and more;
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THAT, lastly, it applaud the fact that the members of this
community, through their commitment and hard work, are
thriving in Québec.

By leave of the Assembly, a debate arose thereon.

The debate being concluded, the motion was carried.

Notices of Proceedings in Committees

Mr. Lévesque, Deputy Government House Leader, convened the following
committees:

- the Committee on Public Finance, to continue the debate on the Budget
Speech;

- the Committee on Citizen Relations, to continue its clause-by-clause
consideration of Bill 12, An Act to establish the provision of educational
childcare by recognized persons responsible for a community educational
childcare service.

Then, by leave of the Assembly to set aside Standing Order 143, he convened the
following committee:

- the Committee on Planning and the Public Domain, to continue its public
hearings within the framework of special consultations on Bill 20, An Act
to enact the Act to facilitate access to housing and amending various
provisions with respect to housing.
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Mr. Benjamin, Third Vice-President, gave the following notice:

- the Committee on Citizen Relations shall hold a deliberative meeting to
discuss the possibility of examining petitions on a request to improve and
stabilize funding for community organizations and non-profit
organizations in Québec, as well as a petition on a request to improve and
stabilize funding for independent community organizations.

Information on the Proceedings of the Assembly

Mr. Benjamin, Third Vice-President, informed the Assembly that on Wednesday,
1 April 2026, during Business Standing in the Name of Members in Opposition, a debate
would be held on the motion moved by Mr. Fontecilla (Laurier-Dorion).

This motion reads as follows:

THAT the National Assembly recognize that, in the
context of the housing crisis, many tenants do not exercise their
rights out of fear that the public nature of the Tribunal
administratif du logement records will hinder their search for
housing;

THAT it note that this situation jeopardizes access to
housing, favours excessive rent increases and contributes to the
perpetuation of unhealthy or unsafe housing conditions;

THAT it acknowledge the fact that other provinces,
notably British Columbia, Alberta, New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, do not make public the names of tenants who
exercise their rights;

THAT, lastly, it ask the Québec government to act
immediately to anonymize records of tenants found not at fault by
the Tribunal administratif du logement.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

Government Bills

Passage in Principle

The Assembly resumed the debate, which had been adjourned earlier in the sitting,
on the motion moved by Mr. Jolin-Barrette, Minister of Justice and Minister Responsible
for Canadian Relations, that Bill 1, Québec Constitution Act, 2025, do now pass in
principle.

The debate being concluded, the question was put on this motion, and an electronic
division was thereupon demanded.

At the request of Mr. Lévesque, Deputy Government House Leader, the division
was deferred until Routine Proceedings on the next sitting day.
Report Stage

The Assembly took into consideration the report from the Committee on Public
Finance on its clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 7, An Act to reduce bureaucracy,
increase state efficiency and reinforce the accountability of senior public servants, together
with the amendments transmitted by Mr. Grandmont (Taschereau).

The amendments were declared in order.

After debate thereon, the amendments were negatived.

The report was concurred in on division.

796



31 March 2026

The Assembly took into consideration the report from the Committee on Labour
and the Economy on its clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 3, An Act to improve the
transparency, governance and democratic process of various associations in the workplace,
together with the amendments transmitted by Mr. Chassin (Saint-Jérome).

The amendments were declared in order.
The debate being concluded, the amendments were negatived.

The report was concurred in on division.

The Assembly took into consideration the report from the Committee on Citizen
Relations on its clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 9, An Act respecting the
reinforcement of laicity in Québec.

The debate being concluded, the report was concurred in on division.

The Assembly took into consideration the report from the Committee on Planning
and the Public Domain on its clause-by-clause consideration of Bill 13, An Act to promote
the population’s safety and sense of security and to amend various provisions, together
with the amendment transmitted by Mr. Derraji (Nelligan).

The amendment was declared out of order because it introduces a new principle
into the bill.

One of the purposes of the bill is to make changes to the control and oversight of
the highway transportation of persons and goods.

The purpose of the amendment is to amend section 202.2.1.2 of the Highway
Safety Code, which prohibits driving a heavy vehicle with a blood alcohol concentration
level equal to or in excess of 50 mg of alcohol in 100 ml of blood. More specifically, the
purpose of the amendment is to extend this prohibition to all drivers of road vehicles, on
pain of the suspension of their licence for 24 hours. It should be noted that this section of
the Highway Safety Code on the suspension of licences is not covered by Bill 13.
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A debate arose thereon.

The debate was adjourned in the name of Ms. Maccarone (Westmount—Saint-
Louis).

Debates upon Adjournment

At 6:30 p.m., the Assembly held a debate upon adjournment on a question from
Ms. Dufour (Mille-iles) to Ms. Proulx, Minister Responsible for Housing, about the
impacts of obsolete water infrastructure on the housing crisis. Ms. Guilbault, Minister of
Municipal Affairs, replaced the Minister for this debate.

At 6:43 p.m., Ms. D’Amours, Second Vice-President, adjourned the Assembly
until Wednesday, 1 April 2026 at 9:40 a.m.

NATHALIE ROY

President
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APPENDIX

Electronic Divisions

On the hoist motion moved by Ms. Dufour (Mille-les):

Beauchemin (QLP)
Cadet (QLP)
Caron (QLP)

(La Piniere)
Ciccone (QLP)
Cliche-Rivard (QS)
Derraji (QLP)

Allaire (CAQ)
Asselin (CAQ)
Bachand (CAQ)
Blais (CAQ)
Blouin (CAQ)
Bogemans (CAQ)
Boivin Roy (C4AQ)
Bourassa (CAQ)
Bussiére (CAQ)
Caron (CAQ)
(Portneuf)

Champagne Jourdain

(C49)
Charette (CAQ)
Dionne (CAQ)

(Division No. 136)

YEAS - 21
Dufour (QLP) Labrie (QS)
(Mille-Iles) Laflamme (PQ)
Fontecilla (OS) Maccarone (QOLP)
Fortin (QLP) Morin (QLP)
Garceau (QLP) Paradis (PQ)
Grandmont (OS) Prass (OLP)
Kelley (QLP) Rotiroti (QLP)

NAYS - 49
Dorismond (CAQ) Julien (CAQ)
Emond (CAQ) Laframboise (CAQ)
Gagnon (CAQ) Lafreniere (CAQ)
Gendron (CAQ) Lamothe (CAQ)
Girard (CAQ) Lecours (CAQ)
(Lac-Saint-Jean) (Les Plaines)
Girard (CAQ) Lemay (CAQ)
(Groulx) Lemieux (CAQ)
Grondin (CAQ) Lévesque (CAQ)
Guilbault (CAQ) (Chauveau)
Guillemette (CAQ) Lévesque (CAQ)
Hébert (CAQ) (Chapleau)
Jacques (CAQ) Mallette (CAQ)
Jeannotte (CAQ) Montigny (CAQ)
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Tanguay (QOLP)
Zaga Mendez (QOS)

Picard (CAQ)
Proulx (CAQ)
Provengal (CAQ)
Reid (CAQ)

Roy (CAQ)
Sainte-Croix (CAQ)
Schmaltz (CAQ)
Schneeberger (CAQ)
Simard (CAQ)
St-Louis (CAQ)
Tardif (CAQ)
Thouin (CAQ)

Tremblay (CAQ)
(Hull)
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On the motion moved by Mr. Arseneau (iles-de-la-Madeleine), together with
Mr. Lafreniere, Minister of Public Security, Ms. Maccarone (Westmount—Saint-Louis),
Ms. Poulet (Laporte), Mr. Marissal (Rosemont) and Ms. Lakhoyan Olivier (Chomedey):

Allaire (CAQ)
Arseneau (PQ)
Asselin (CAQ)
Bachand (CAQ)
Beauchemin (QLP)
Bélanger (CAQ)
(Prévost)

Bérubé (PQ)

Blais (CAQ)
Blanchette Vézina
(IND)

Blouin (CAQ)
Bogemans (CAQ)
Boissonneault (PQ)
Boivin Roy (CAQ)
Bussiere (CAQ)
Cadet (QLP)
Caron (QLP)

(La Piniere)
Caron (CAQ)
(Portneuf)

Charest (CAQ)
Charette (CAQ)
Chassin (IND)
Ciccone (QLP)
Cliche-Rivard (QS)
Derraji (QLP)
Déry (CAQ)

(Division No. 137)

YEAS - 92

Dionne (CAQ)
Dorismond (CAQ)
Dufour (OLP)
(Mille-Iles)
Dufour (IND)
(Abitibi-Est)
Duranceau (CAQ)

Emond (CAQ)
Fontecilla (QOS)
Fortin (QLP)

Gagnon (CAQ)
Garceau (QLP)
Gendron (CAQ)
Gentilcore (PQ)
Girard (CAQ)
(Lac-Saint-Jean)
Girard (CAQ)
(Groulx)
Grandmont (QS)
Grondin (CAQ)
Guilbault (CAQ)
Guillemette (CAQ)
Haytayan (CAQ)
Hébert (CAQ)
Jacques (CAQ)
Jolin-Barrette (CAQ)
Julien (CAQ)
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Kelley (QLP)
Labrie (QS)
Lachance (CAQ)
Lacombe (CAQ)
Laflamme (PQ)
Laframboise (CAQ)
Lakhoyan Olivier
(IND)

Lamothe (CAQ)
LeBel (CAQ)
Lecours (CAQ)

(Les Plaines)
Leduc (QS)
Lemieux (CAQ)
Lévesque (CAQ)
(Chauveau)
Lévesque (CAQ)
(Chapleau)
Maccarone (QLP)
Mallette (CAQ)
Martel (CAQ)
Massé (QOS)
McGraw (QLP)
Montigny (CAQ)
Morin (QLP)
Nadeau-Dubois (OS)
Paradis (PQ)
Picard (CAQ)

Poulet (IND)
Prass (OLP)
Proulx (CAQ)
Provengal (CAQ)
Reid (CAQ)
Rivest (CAQ)
Rizqy (IND)

Roberge (CAQ)
Rotiroti (OLP)
Roy (CAQ)

Sainte-Croix (CAQ)
Schmaltz (CAQ)
Schneeberger (CAQ)
Skeete (CAQ)
St-Louis (CAQ)
Tanguay (QLP)
Tardif (CAQ)
Thouin (CAQ)
Tremblay (CAQ)
(Hull)

Zaga Mendez (QOS)
Zanetti (QS)
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On the motion moved by Mr. Lévesque (Chapleau), together with Ms. Maccarone
(Westmount—Saint-Louis):

Allaire (CAQ)
Arseneau (PQ)
Asselin (CAQ)
Bachand (CAQ)
Beauchemin (QLP)
Bélanger (CAQ)
(Prévost)

Bérubé (PQ)

Blais (CAQ)
Blanchette Vézina
(IND)

Blouin (CAQ)
Bogemans (CAQ)
Boissonneault (PQ)
Boivin Roy (CAQ)
Bussiére (CAQ)
Cadet (QLP)
Caron (QLP)

(La Piniere)
Caron (CAQ)
(Portneuf)

Charest (CAQ)
Charette (CAQ)
Chassin (IND)
Ciccone (QLP)
Cliche-Rivard (QS)
Derraji (QLP)
Déry (CAQ)

(Division No. 138)

YEAS - 92

Dionne (CAQ)
Dorismond (CAQ)
Dufour (QLP)
(Mille-Iles)
Dufour (IND)
(Abitibi-Est)
Duranceau (CAQ)

Emond (CAQ)
Fontecilla (QOS)
Fortin (QLP)

Gagnon (CAQ)
Garceau (QLP)
Gendron (CAQ)
Gentilcore (PQ)
Girard (CAQ)
(Lac-Saint-Jean)
Girard (CAQ)
(Groulx)
Grandmont (QS)
Grondin (CAQ)
Guilbault (CAQ)
Guillemette (CAQ)
Haytayan (CAQ)
Hébert (CAQ)
Jacques (CAQ)
Jolin-Barrette (CAQ)
Julien (CAQ)
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Kelley (OLP)
Labrie (QS)
Lachance (CAQ)
Lacombe (CAQ)
Laflamme (PQ)
Laframboise (CAQ)
Lakhoyan Olivier
(IND)

Lamothe (CAQ)
LeBel (CAQ)
Lecours (CAQ)

(Les Plaines)
Leduc (QOS)
Lemieux (CAQ)
Lévesque (CAQ)
(Chauveau)
Lévesque (CAQ)
(Chapleau)
Maccarone (QLP)
Mallette (CAQ)
Martel (CAQ)
Massé (QS)
McGraw (QLP)
Montigny (CAQ)
Morin (QLP)
Nadeau-Dubois (QOS)
Paradis (PQ)
Picard (CAQ)

Poulet (IND)
Prass (OLP)
Proulx (CAQ)
Provengal (CAQ)
Reid (CAQ)
Rivest (CAQ)
Rizqy (IND)

Roberge (CAQ)
Rotiroti (QLP)
Roy (CA0)

Sainte-Croix (CAQ)
Schmaltz (CAQ)
Schneeberger (CAQ)
Skeete (CAQ)
St-Louis (CAQ)
Tanguay (QLP)
Tardif (CAQ)
Thouin (CAQ)
Tremblay (CAQ)
(Hull)

Zaga Mendez (QOS)
Zanetti (QS)



